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(§>@ What Hong Kong Needs in Strengthening
its Economic Competitiveness?

June 2014, The Hong Kong Society of ECONOMISTS

The Hong Kong economy is at a cross road. After experiencing various crises
in the last decade, there is a need to restructure and upgrade the economic
capacity and capability of Hong Kong. This coincides with the calls in the
Chief Executive’s Policy Address, in the speech by Premier Li Kegiang in the
recent National people’s Congress, and a local business tycoon who has had
investments extensively in different businesses.

To widen Hong Kong's economic base, one can start by examining the economic
resources, including land, human capital and finance. Land is considerably
constrained but one should have a pragmatic mindset when reviewing the land
use in Hong Kong. After all, only about 25% of land is regarded as developed.
A visionary land usage and deployment strategy to address the lack of land
for development is definitely a plus. Indeed, it is appropriate for Hong Kong to
develop industries and businesses that do not require too much land but have
a high value-added content. The answer lies in the development of Research &
Development and Technology. While basic research in technology and science
will demand time, Hong Kong has excelled in applied technology businesses.
Using existing technology on new products or different forms of automation
for businesses and industries has been and will continue to be a possible
alternative.

Technology development comes with the growth of industries. Manufacturing
industries at one time constituted about 30% of Hong Kong’s GDP, though the
share has now fallen to below 10%. One disadvantage of having a comparatively
too large service sector is that many service jobs are low value-added, and
often provide a short working-life to the employees. On the contrary, industrial
jobs come with skills, experience and knowledge and can offer a much longer
employment life and further career development.
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Of course, one is not talking about the return of light manufactures in Hong
Kong, but new areas of technological production lines that will bring Hong Kong
closer to the world market, especially consumers in the Mainland economy. It
could be the production of industrial goods and related services much needed
or lacking in Mainland China. For example, various industrial testing and quality
controls, biological technology and medical-related industries are instant
answers.

Indeed, there can be a number of business models suitable for Hong Kong
businesses. Venture capital can further be developed to cater for capital funds
geared to innovative industries and related services. How local businesses can
strengthen themselves through new development, or foster a new generation of
business entrepreneurs who can bridge the gap between old and new industries
and businesses. Professionals in technology-related industries in particular can
promote Hong Kong for investment alternatives to Mainland China and other
Asian economies, given Hong Kong’s geographical advantages.

There have been discussions of high costs on business in Hong Kong. This is
true but not the whole truth when one is considering the size of the Mainland
market, let alone the world market. The size of the market and the scale of the
economy would turn the “high cost” in Hong Kong insignificant. One should
therefore have a proactive attitude rather than a critical or passive mindset
when it comes to broadening the economic capability of Hong Kong. It would be
inward-looking and visionless if we fail to see the many business opportunities
open to Hong Kong.

Dashun Policy Research Centre
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The use of money is all the advantage there
is in having it.

— Benjamin Franklin
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If we could sell our experiences for what
they cost us, we’d all be millionaires.

— Abigail Van Buren
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It’s not what we don’t know that hurts, it’s
what we know that ain’t so.

— Will Rogers
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Man cannot discover new oceans unless he
has the courage to lose sight of the shore.

— Andre Gide
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Simplicity is making the journey of this life
with just baggage enough.

— Charles Dadley Warner
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A small group of thankful people could
change the world — indeed, it’s the only
thing that ever has.

— Margaret Mead
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It is our responsibilities, not ourselves, that
we should take seriously.

— Peter Ustinor
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There is no power on earth that can
neutralize the influence of a high, pure,
simple, and useful life.

— Booker T. Washington
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The Bold are helpless without cleverness.

— Euripides
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Ten soldiers wisely led will beat a hundred
without a head.

— Euripides
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Give in to goodness now and then.

— Arther Gordon
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Not life, but a good life, is to be chiefly
valued.

— Socrates
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When men and governments work intelligently
and far-sightedly for the good of others,
they achieve their own prosperity, too.

— Barbara Ward
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Corporations must serve society, even seek
out ways to do so.

— Andrew Heiskell
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Do not plan for ventures before finishing
what’s at hand.

— Earipideo

123




AC BRYRETSEET "B,

2012-11-09 53R " S1E48 .,

FEEZNHAECKERINEZRZR TP RELZREESBRER » X2IEEE
RHLET ©

BX 2P REENFEFTRA - BEUTRFEELBEN+E - A ENERRK
READ - AMHEANET - LEHEMBMERER - RS IAREPREBIENWEL -
WABEENEZNERERE ; ATLL BEEZBBIE - NMEBFESHREARNALD
ERMAE  RANAURFZEA LB TFRE - RABUTBROERS - MERREMNX
T SIRBHEREN - EEEERMLEAR  BR—(EAHE -

BEEEE 9T AERIERMEREEMNLEHE - LWAEZIETSE  BRIFIOR
it FEBERE -

AETENETERE  RFM123F "EEYGRA, s ME 1987 Fr@@ 1215 "2
EYRG GRFVER) &AL - LEEFRET  ToOSRPmREFFNERDBA
FEGIEE o

BNEHEZRRANERZHE » AAURELRMARTFRENERANDEREZE
U EEZZRIREAETRERYE - EH—ERT - E2WRELEZMEMNE
PURESR AERTZRRT "H#R.  BWMMREHEE BRI ETES
FEEREZR -

ER HERZYRRUABLRRA - B K "#% ., VA RRI ERREEE
EBEE - ARNBMG TS - AINER - EMENEERM - RIERER -

HX 513 (BEYRA) NEP—EBRNRRBERYNLE  FTUITLRR - B

ZENMERYRERE  BREZ2AME  EAERRZY)  AREXATRE &
RBBZ2ERFB BT - DRVERIRE : XEERAMB AR - IR s R

124



BRBFEZEREYBIIADREMBLD - FTUN—LRFRREERME - EF-
RETHT » BHBINEYERE  BAREER -

#ﬂﬁ/‘?ﬁ ANRMEREF - REENRARENBERERTRTE - AEFTER D
AERAALEREE  BREMRLEX  RERITAL - EERGEMEEIEM
AR EBRL A ; BYBRALRE TR - EUZIFEAHIKR -

MASE NERRERZYBETIFE  BBTTHR  BIRFEABETRERBR
A ERRGENEARRRIME "#% ., BRE - FREBUTERER - BAIERITE -
RMAREMES - ERIRNTE - EEVCERYNZZEB(CNER -

BN RYEZRHN  BFABRERBREHBELZE2MAENEEY  ECEER
AATBRTERSE  ERMEAESIESEM -

AR TEAR L BOMNE  BRY ER EANEENEE - BEBALT =FAE

@Ei&ﬁ’]k%ﬁt% BENLETFERLERA  EFRE—EEMRALEMAE

Edm

~ - REERWERAR  ERATRESHENNENTEY BTN SEE
B2 NHIRHIE 5

CEREL BRYEREERRFHADFE  MRBEFRE - MERMCBRIEE
AR BEEHRFHER  BELESMAHERFA

At » ANHERHACNEE - EELABEERMLUERE

REEBRIFFTHOER
IERELT

¥ : TIRE - 1B e FRIDAIE - 3
WAL ?

— FRIBIBRAL ©

125




AC TEAEM, HRAEZE

2012-09-19 ¥73R " =SmHBE=.

AL R BRAVOES ARG BEEEPFIMORE - IR K
"TMEBEH.,  BERERAES c BEERERLIR HELBRRCEEATHEHMK
BEHEE Bt BIERRRE AL EEAFTM IR - RAHFRREERD -
REENM A ELURT - EMMBUFW R IR HI5FE KM E /EﬁtiAﬂ/\?éE%?ﬁ%
%Y AFRATISES °

NEERE R HEINEED

RATHAR - BEVES 27 —BABEMXZENEERE - REAEELH
ARENBUERES - WREBRIETEE - (B - BbERFEINNBARME -
THORAE) - BAGE » AAIZREAE » LibiniENE » FRA—BRET LMY
SEMARRRIINESTEREA - BERRA/ NS INERMEREDFEN L
i PEMTHA B ATREAEIRE - BB, WRFERRIAEBATBERESE
AYLHth - REFINARE - ERRCRAIEMNE

AATHIE - aREE TB B, SR E RSN R R - R8I0
FSAKRFERZREEmMESERNBERERARGEERLER - AREEFRIEIIARIRK
BEE ' ZBELFRAMESAEEMAMNIMHSAE - BEMHERERM BRI
B - BREAESER ABC IIEBERRE - AREH - BEARABARRDES
/BEﬁﬁlEIE\T\i@ﬁﬁ?éJtt%— AL - BARERM - ARBESR RS - LA
BEINEENRR - NEX % - MEEEAFENET - fINERREREERAS
%E@E%% » REBUTHIRIBOREHETT - BBIEZENE - HARSEEE AR - M
BARBTD - BIRVHE TS ANam - BB EBRH B RAGRIATINE - EA—B YA » B EEA
AEEBIFRRELRAYS « A=A IIABAEALE -

ENJERN S 2R PG e RAT AN L ith B PSR A Th - BAFHEAT I RENEMER S ~ B2K
PSRN FRE L WREERENY "RER=A, =755 FRERHITT - £
BHME "RER=A . ALERRED - BRIERAIETS - Bz "B B, fee#
BRBFINES) » HRIR BHEES -

REEBERTHOEE
B ZRIE+

126



AC R A R

2012-09-07 {S¥R "S184.,

AEEBBRNEMAEE  ZHE "AE ., IRAREERR - ERERAEFPHREM

%o

Zwe TREL NS RERN-HRRRRETASHE "TRER. - SRIEEER
RERAREZ5T - EX - BFASREANVEER  ETHRBECHEAER—AME
(—REMSERBRATERYE=2—LIL) - BYEEME  EABLEARE B
BEL BYELERSEERLENLE

RIBEMARE » EBAETLAENRERE - EAHE "RE . BREAREMEIRAR
HERR -

]

REBEEBNAEBRARE » ANEREMNGRY » WARHE ERERANTE » XER
WAMASEGENTE - ABEFPLIEHESAGT  EENEFFPEERMSAORRER
ARREE - BUTRHEERBERABBATAR » REEREEMME—EERAIES -
BREAHEBMOMRZIIRE B LARBRMYEEMEGRGEEE B AL "%
I

NEFPEFNRBARNETF  MABARVERKEET - BLUAES - AP MERER
B-FEL ABNEENTHRENTE @ BBV ENAERPRERS - A R
M{EENRXIZNERT  REREBR -

$3 AR, WEREE - AR BR—EATE - FEE - TEHE - RS
EMESENEE - K2 BLAABRREE - S HER  BHRETEIRR - Kk
B - PN EOTENA - ARFEZEAERE - EEEMRTAT ? A
HethH -

REAFEREARAE - {ORRNWAEE » & TRERHF] @ERBUFNMERZE AR
ANFERR  HTNERMEZR - HENBEMER - HEERAQTH » WREFE
ENEE  BRAAER - MEBBREBHETETFRE FRIWHEERE » RETER
HEAALRATZRHREF » ARRBEEQRE @ =2 E A 2IEHERERNTER -
MR R B th AN BB E M AE Bt P DR RNES »

127




MERALENER » IRtfR YA 2hZ B =T EEEEFRARTHH
BE - EHREMMTLEREEBCYREEN - WEEPZILAERMBEE - &~
RIRITEERE » MERBUFBURAVER  MIRTTAZIEE LR LESR  RBRAMER -

E1E 2008 FRYEEA "W MBS % HRMEAESR - JURMERRER - XEIR
TRRETZBEFNEMSIRARGE - BEXEBAARIEFERIRT - BEA
P BRBRYRAEHEELY - 5 "mE . MERRIUEREERE - o RBFIATH
A HHRAAEIZIBAISRITEOR - KEEK » REFEMLAYMEALE » BBUTHER -
BEAR  BRBFERNEY - RENVEEESEUBRGELS - BHLEEPAT
BEMFE - HABFPRIMMAMRRAE - BREEAY - NERIAE 7

HEX - #t "HEEE, NAEE AR, ME  RRAEFHEHNMER & BIER/BEA
BRNVGEREBBRRAUE - RENESIRAE 4 EGERLBREEEERREAK - B
SREFRRMS  BRRTRE "B, ( THE.L) BN BREMEE[HRNDL
WSEIERE  7HWEL "HgEx, - ZFNABRFPEIITE "He1FE, sambt

EHEARFNESE  AERE  QE—ACE ET-9iM - AERFREARK
FEAWE - PR A LAARKERBIME - ETIFRY « HEIUER 1925, it
TR -

BEMURIT ALY » REARANME - BEGIZRER - I FAE LA - BRI

BASVEERE  EMNRERHEAY SAESERESARE AR fvEEEH
NAWBRMEREE - EAHEEECHY= -

EEEMAEBERALE  ESRE TR 2EEERBUTEHRN "HE ., IHE
ERAATRUL  EEMYETSEENTRGE=K - MEFH "RAE . 25K "RLE.
MEF - EYEHE#HLA LTS EREENYEIESE - ERAUERETF - 1
BERENERS  BNLEREFH "RAR, ZAmBRFE—HRREEAR - HERLTEHR
O HETSE - AOBEBEA LEHMNAREENT - BERASE "RE L RE -

MR EERER - RECERGEIRR - ALESDRITAZ - HERBFBRES

EBREXNZETELEME X "AE, BREHELSHE » RRATMITZEN
AU

REFBRITFTHOERF
MEREL

128



AC B ER BRI R

2012-08-30 (SR "S184.,

MABFRREMEZE - B—ERESMEBRR R E " EERE, (Rational
Choice) Ay s - EEEmIEH  EABCRESAEZRREANERENRE - BEETTURR
—AREY "EM,  MEMREENIURR "ERGAZHANRANG, » K22 "#
RERZBANEARER, - ARY RN R EEEHRILREFTERGERBER - & -
B RANBHBRHEIRS » ALFBERREZIANESESL ARG - 58 "B
MRE  NERAATLRRERR

REEERREEBNEREBUR (Housing Policy ) RERFA&EMERR "HEIERE, -
NHFELAF HARET

Nt "EERHE. (B8 "FEE. ) Fhaw -

REEBRFUARMAMFRYER "FEE ., BUR - BREBR  BIAEER LR ERR
HEEHE  AEEERRARFELAYSE - JRABHRERS "EE . LEFEAR
HET RO EERE " AE . RERT - IEAREENENZRALEHE
BT - BINERRZEMAMANER—REHLARKE R "FE . EEFERRE
ELMATENALS - BERERT  ERBNERAETEREL "EE . BE5HYEET
FSEEEIBFhRARER » NEESEANER @ HH AR I HIEY <%
BETHEFEREADF

EE "ER. BRENTRRANARAZEANRA NG ! EAR B "EE L XNES
RERER TRE, VN BEERAEREEEANRRER (RSN "AE, #
R’) EAEERESULUFENGRR "WE, 88 ! FEEERKARLER -
BREAZHEEE & " FE. BRETEAFRIER ?

FEpIAE - JLURBAREA "EE ., MR —RERNEERSEIESR

B2 TRAZEANEANR, 0 TEEL HELIR TEE. GREEXRENDE
LBEYFRERE  EELCEATNSTRERE RRALS - ARFHEFEIES -

it

129




HILER » BEBUTEREER "EEL BR > AIHE TWmEAEE,  —AEARAE
HmsEE - LITEE B "EE. (BHMSFLESR) ; Z—HEXAER "QE
B L TREL B TREL  BRALAT ) 2R 0 —EEPLE  AARA
=15 "TEEEE o

HRE2 "TRE . RAY TEE . RERENER  AHEEERE MRE "EE ., F
teEr - 48 TREE L BHLIRREYRA c WETHENREER - £ TEE . mBMNER
HAREYE - BFOT LR - LAY "TEE. EXEMRBEERS THEE - RER
AREFRERATEE AHIMEN "B, - EREmSRN RB_FEERD
FLEZERERREER "EE, mHEEREE AR "EE, AR - ARAEACER
BRESR  —RRUEHLREHE "FE, TERBANVESE - BAFRE - AR "EBE,
BEARZHIRS|S -

BEXZZ "EE. BRESAEANEREM - EHN "EE.NHHEE EE '8
B, o IEW EAEEEINFIEFRERE - AR "EE ., BEANAGERE > BAIENATERE
5 B8 MRTEE.A#HASRE  ALEmSBEREAERAR "EE . M5 X
HE®R "RAE. 0 TEELNEREEBHALE TRE, AR TAE L RPHWAL
HHALE TEE, ERAPARBERL "TEEL X AL AR NERELEL TEE
R-BNLE"BEE. AFHNBALH "AE  AFPFEAREXNE AMEAREE"EE
meEr "8EE,

HELER "EE, NBRRER  BEAL "TRE,  BEAE "TEE, -

RERE TEE . BRAANALSSE "W, RRNEE - B TEE, LUK K
RRZEXETE  —KER "FE. mHREEEENESD - T REEFAK - AT
FEBIOBAE IR ELSR, ©

ER Exkmal - ARGIE "EE. BRAR— @y TEREE, - BYUGIEIEBR
NRERMEZE - BUFIE "FE . 78 BEEZLUGEHEFOR - WHEAT ; BERL
BEHRREREFEABEETRRNERE - MAEFFTEFLEEEIF  mREBANER
BEE—FLU "EE, KB "RAE,  FRAERKESHAGRGEEEKR "RE, 7B
REARRVRR » WABEIHLEHR -

EREA "EEL 718 - SFREM 5000 BEL - GEXE "BEE, ™ - AFEE
FUBRHIER - "TEE, BERYKE  RRERER "EE, miF AR TEEL R
REN "HEMERE  IRRARERTH  BRARELBREME -

REF BRI FTHO

130



AC A FENIRER

2012-05-31 SR "S184.,

REBEFEENAT » RENRBHESHZIEM 10% - EEMELZZEBHEE " A NATR
HHl - IABREESAVINR - RRBEFNXEVRAMNEFEREARNKTE - HEE
HE » TR—RBEIFGRE  XPEHEFPMEAKNER - RY -

NEHSHBRBPWARGE » T2BF - BARMLUR  BFREHEFPHEZES -
BEEEBS NKESLSY - i BB BHBAEEN—8D » MERHENEZR
SERNEHBHAR - THETFEENTHAMEESE RS MEER @ 5 EE
[RERBHEAEBMA » ME—zE 10% » EEE XK s BEBELE -

ABBUS AR E - FTABUTIT 2B FRIBCREBE(F HARNERE - SRIASHIN
FHRRTRY  ILUABREBRM - ERENTEEEHE BN - TFZMURER
BEWmEBRMIMBER  SHPRERNEEN LB REE AL ENHRENTENT
3o

) s 5

WBEZFUEREEFENHER  RAREHEERABANEETE - EAD
BS ARVER

A% BRTERR - WRBUEABA—BMEAT  URHRE - BUERST
R BRIBUSKIAN M -

BRBUFHBAREEENOE  LERERMNETNEESRIREBLEBNRIGER
MBER - MR EARBESH AN BRI ERR G AT HEBRERAHTK - 5
BIRMELRE - MEBFU "R\, REERR - EBRE N RNEEREES A
BEY -

NERARE ~ [FE - BREBLBNFR - LR - REMBESHRIEL - £

BEgHs BHEX - BEEESFEIENARE "RER, EAMER - AT
WEENEREMNE @ KEZ RN -

131




KEAXR  BAREMRERE  SHREFARLLETABNRE (BRERNDEER
L) MPNEEESEMRR - ERBEAR  AAEEAERN— - LBEBLERA®
ML BEEBA  BERAEELF  XEGZHNKERKSE -

BNREAEER - PIZNBREE - RBLEF  ZTFY ARRE2RERE - EF
—& "THREF . RE - HERBUTEEPNER - IBRAUNELEERARERERS -
fFE "BS , R ERERE - BEEFRTRAR - BEMNBBENITHITERA
TRHE -

REABFP —BHEREBEEGRETELI=1F  UEBKEZRMAERRTER
It BIREBBRRX S BETERRERTEERKNTEEFLEEEDENER -
ELUNTERFENBE=TF  —HEBLATTECNDFEER  CEHETE
EREBESHEEE - RART  REFFUFRNTERENS K "HRE® ., B8
“hE8-

REBARFP  BRANTERANERIRE=15F » MFEFRME - FFEWTE - F
Y=1TERAE  RY=1FHEE - MEELHNEENEERRG - ABREC » E5XKF
RE - hEFEEEEL  AIEE @ LEMN - SRBUTEEBRBCRATEAR ; KEE
BRBFERTER "B

WRINAMR(E "Eawm. - EATBEHESRNEE "HEWK  NEEDTRE
RERAMEARLE T - EFAUFERZAEEREMSIENLSEBEMITER - 81+
FABNBIFEEBOR « EFEHES -

RERE—THINREBRBER » BMASEARR - AT IRBUGT R E Rt
FR CRHEE (BEUEBNAE) HXNENERE  FABREFPEEZEE TALEMN
B AILEHESE H#EFUR - ILrRIET - HEEAR ?

Rt RFRE TR BOMMKTEXRNFEREES  MBFERRETERESR
MEBGR - CESE/\N_NAODERGEEZ - BCHEAERENERRE -

HHEB  HEABEEBEBALOKLARK (473%) - AAMMARNEEAREE
HABREHEENES - BEERY "B, RETHEEMNEA - EEINRE 8
ABATFHRBCFHLRNEEZR KA FER=1THFSK  BBANDE -
BEMAFE -

132



FINEBUTHNREEBERL "HREHE L REFT  EBBUTNAERBERANGEE " #
REEFEXR, WERXR - MEERRESNAR > IETEBEMBHUAEEFS "R
)\ﬂgﬁﬁh °

B BBEUTR "REEX REEFEERIRVEL  GREMIKNEE
HRERBERAREZS » EAADETHDRARES » D » KAFEIEEHNT
MRAZREEEEE ~ 8 F—ErI=HE -

Hit—E  FEESEECALEHREFEBRNERE - REMBT » ETHEN
Be - HFFBAEEO-—BEXRBAEBRRERERMETS - "E—EMEHES, U
BTETHRR, BARERERAN TN\BLL BEIABOBRNER - EHE
LRELATFLR HEEMERR "ERME, BRBEOBEMIBIE "HR, °

B 1997 FIRNETHEERLERRK  flIISESREK - BEDEEES
EREHF - WIERE " N\ER ., MESED - MR—FAFKIER » MRAVBFFREUA
BiEW - ARHEMHAZREEECR - EEFRBAREZRE

@

REEBRIFFTROERF
ERE L

Leadership is action, not position.
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(‘;5\‘@ The Way of Modernisation — Urban
Planning
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In any city, it is only natural that people always strive for improvements in living
environment and upgrading of quality of life. Different cities have different degrees
of availability of land space and natural resources. Whatever the situation, early and
appropriate urban planning is essential. In this article, some of the more important
issues are discussed to foster further deliberation and exploration.

(1) Population Forecast

Population growth is invariably the key factor for effective planning consideration but,
more often than not, for some countries or districts, the forecast seldom turns out
to be as expected due to changes in birth rate and/or immigration. Some cities are
more vulnerable to unexpected changes than others. That is why the usual practice
is to undertake both short term, medium term and long term planning in order to
take into account demographic changes. As a rule of thumb, long term planning
should adopt a norm of at least 30 years. At the same time, experience tells us that
we should preferably be on the generous side in the provisions or even allow some
over-provisions for the long term requirements in order to cater for the eventuality of
unexpected and unforeseen upsurge of the population size so that we will still have
some room for manoeuvring.
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All development requires land. Some economies are more fortunate, having sufficient
flat land for development, while others have to spend a lot of efforts and resources to
create it. Creation of land for development takes a long time to complete the physical
formation process as well as the procedural requirements, particularly if public
consultation and public engagement are involved, which often takes 10 years, or even
longer. Reclamation from the sea, construction of caverns, cutting of hills or even
removal of small islands are methods commonly adopted.

Because all these methods for formation of land need long duration of time, well-
thought out long term planning is essential, otherwise development may be hampered
by shortage of land.

Successful urban planning cannot be achieved without careful consideration and
ample emphasis given to the aspects of education, employment and leisure, nor will it
suffice to go through the process of time without foresight.

People increasingly have a desire to demand minimum travelling time to go to
work, to take their children to school, and even en route to leisure activities. Hence
accessibility and connectivity are absolutely fundamental. This applies to both air,
land and water transportation. We must aim to provide to the patronage plentiful
opportunities to select their transport modes and to enjoy travelling comfort at
reasonable price levels. At the same time, land use distribution and building density
are essential planning components that must complement transport planning.

It is the government’s responsibility to educate and encourage people to have the
habit of using public transport deeply rooted in their daily routine. Public education,
starting particularly with children, is advisable. Reduction in the use of private cars
will improve air quality, reduce traffic congestion and cut down the need for transport
infrastructure. Reducing the travelling time to work will also greatly enhance economic
productivity. Further, it helps the principle of work-life-balance.
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(4) Transport Planning

Following economic growth of a city, traffic volume will increase in an upward trend.
Traffic congestion will inevitably follow. Only with good traffic management and
planning will the situation stay manageable.

Very often we would involve concepts like “park and ride” and “grade separation”. To
encourage high usage of public transport by the people, consideration can also be
given to providing adequate and convenient parking facilities for private car owners
giving them the incentive to leave their cars and switch to mass transit systems, such
as the railway mode.

Grade Separation means separation of pedestrians from vehicular traffic. This is the
best traffic planning objective, and it is always most effectively undertaken at the
commencement of the planning stage. It helps the flow of vehicular traffic and safety
of pedestrians on the road.

Different forms can be considered for adoption such as underpasses, suppressed
trunk roads or primary distributors, footbridge systems linking up key buildings, cycle
tracks with road-crossing subways, or even development of underground space. At
this juncture, it may be convenient to consider the underground complexities which
grow with the advancement of an affluent city when one sees more highrise buildings
being constructed with more and more heavy foundation substructure installed
resulting in a complex network of utilities like a cobweb. If unchecked or poorly
planned, space for further underground infrastructure will be limited and development
restricted. Therefore a few far-reaching and comprehensive planning approaches are
required.

Site investigation and planning for the underground space development should be
carried out as early as possible for the purpose of saving immense construction
and resumption costs. What is more, this will reduce heavy maintenance cost and
nuisance created to the public.
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As the population of a city increases and its economy grows, there will be a strong
demand for underground railway systems to solve traffic congestion.

At the time when the decision is made to go ahead with the implementation of
underground railway systems, the city is already fully developed. An appropriate
construction philosophy should be adopted to minimise the impact at the street level
on neighbouring communities and businesses in the course of construction.

A detailed Traffic Impact Assessment (TIA) study, preferably coupled with
consultation, must be undertaken to ensure reasonable traffic flow is maintained both
during the construction and the restoration periods.

Pre-historic Hong Kong experienced strong tectonic movements. Its ground
conditions are usually very complicated, including large gradients of bedrocks, and
types of rock strata, which may be granite, limestones, sedimentary and volcanic
rocks or erratic boulders of different sizes, faults, caverns, etc. Thorough and
extensive site investigations and ground drilling must be carried out to ascertain the
characteristics of the ground along the alignment of the railway whether at the stations
or at the tunnels.

The planning requirements of a city are linked to its economic development. People
know what they want, but can they afford it? The government should take the lead,
first providing the necessary infrastructure as investment, which will enable financial
returns to be realised when land value increases with the extent of implementation
of infrastructure. One excellent example is Shatin New Town in the New Territories of
Hong Kong.

The balance between public housing and private housing must be carefully
established. The Hong Kong experience as derived from its first generation new
towns, such as Shatin New Town, and its second generation new towns, including
Tseung Kwan O New Town, is 60% public housing against 40% private housing,
which has been an acceptable norm.
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Hong Kong has not been very successful with the originally-intended “self-sufficient
city” planning concept. Because of massive relocation of its existing industries to
Pearl River Delta in Southern China in the 1980’s, and the concentration of renowned
schools in urban areas, people still had to travel a fair distance from the New
Territories to go to work and to go to school on Hong Kong Island and Kowloon
Peninsula.

In order to rectify this dilemma, without alternatives, the government decided
to urgently provide more major transport links and widen some existing primary
distributors between new towns in the New Territories and the main urban areas of
Hong Kong and Kowloon. Such a retrofit approach coming in late in the development
stage led to more costs and created more traffic and environmental nuisance to the
public in the process of implementation.

(7) Environmental Considerations

Environmental benefits will come with successful planning strategy of a city. Ensuring
enough air passage between building blocks to allow breeze ways for sea breeze
to penetrate between highrises and creation of greenways are all relevant design
approach. Considerations should also be given to the adoption of district cooling
systems for certain large developments like Kai Tak Development and West Kowloon
Cultural Development District.

Enough open space should be given to the residents such as greens, parks, seaside
walks along water fronts, promenades by river banks, and so on. Better still, if man-
made lakes can be created at some strategic locations. Such facilities should be
well integrated into the urban fabric, easily accessible and inviting. Too often, open
spaces have more of a visual impact than any functional value due to poor land use
juxtaposition with surrounding land uses.
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Additionally, adequate distances should be provided between buildings and
road carriageways to increase tranquility level and to avoid the need for noise
barriers, which are, in fact, “after-thoughts”, as | sometimes call them. They are
view-obstructing, not so effective in noise abatement and they adversely affect air
circulation. Sufficient set-back distances from carriageways also help roadside
pollution because of greater openness and smoother traffic movements.

We are now in an era of electric vehicles, not only private cars but also buses,
coaches and trams. Adequate charging points must be provided at convenient points.
Wherever possible, escalators and travellators should be included in the planning.
Pedestrianised areas are always welcomed and should be provided.

Conclusions

There are many aspects to be considered in urban planning. The above are but some
of the more important areas, and urban planning cannot be successful without due
consideration given to the culture of the people and the historical background of the
place.

Ir Dr. Raymond Ho Chung-tai, SBS, JP

Chairman of Dashun Policy Research Centre

Former Member of Legislative Council of the HKSAR (Engineering)
Former Deputy to the NPC of the PRC
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ever wasted.
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No enterprise can exist alone. It ministers
to some great need, it performs some great
service, not for itself, but for others.

— Calvin Coolidge
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The best use of life is to invest it in
something which will outlast life.

— William James
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The most beautiful thing in the world is the
conjunction of learning and inspiration.

— Alice Wanda Landowski
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Education is the controlling grace to the
young, consolation to the old, wealth to the
poor, and ornament to the rich.

— Diogenes Laertius
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Leaders are the ones who keep faith with
the past, keep step with the present, and
keep the promise to posterity.

— Harold J. Seymour
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We judge ourselves by what we feel capable
of doing, while others judge us by what we
have already done.

— H.W. Longfellow
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History, an account, mostly false, of events,
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about by rulers, mostly knaves, and soldier
mostly fools.
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It’s more rewarding to watch money change
the world than watch it accumulate.

— Gloria Steinem
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The history of every country begins in the
heart of a man or a woman.

— Willa Cather
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There are two ways of exerting one’s
strength; one is pushing down, the other is
pulling up.

— Broker T. Washington
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To build may have to be slow and laborious
task of years. To destroy can be the
thoughtless act of a single day.

— Sir Winston Churchill
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What lies behind us and what lies before
us are tiny matters compared with what
lies within us.

— Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Observe good faith and justice toward all
nations, cultivate peace and harmony with
all.

— George Washington
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